
                   CASTLETHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Council General Meeting to be held on Monday 7 February  2011 at 7.30pm 

AGENDA & SUMMONS

Councillors Ayles, Haynes, Hinds, Keane, Markham, Russo & Stacey are summoned to a General Meeting of Castlethorpe Parish Council to be held on the above date & time, in the Village Hall, when the business set out below will be transacted.  
K HILL

Clerk to the Parish Council 

(01908 522 900 or khillpc.castle@btinternet.com) 
                                                31 January 2011


The meeting will be preceded by an Open Forum. 

	1
	
	TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	2
	
	TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST by Councillors in any of the agenda items below

	3
	
	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING & MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

	
	3.1
	To agree the minutes & addenda of the general meeting of the 10 January 2011 as a true record. 



	
	3.2
	Brief progress reports on other matters arising (not included elsewhere on the agenda) [Addendum to agenda]



	4
	
	TO RECEIVE REPORTS from Councillors or Clerk [Addendum to agenda]

	
	4.1
	File Note: Clerks report

	
	4.2
	File note: STARS – 13 January 2011

	
	4.3
	File note: HPAF – 18 January 2011

	
	4.4
	File note: Village Hall committee meeting – 24 January 2011

	5
	
	TO CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATIONS

	
	5.1
	11/0105/LBC – Manor Farm - Listed building consent for refurbishment of existing stable block to provide covered parking area (variation to 10/00558/LBC already permitted). 



	
	5.2
	TO RECEIVE REPORT BACK ON PREVIOUS PLANNING APPLICATIONS

	
	5.2.1
	10/00175/FUL: Appeal – wind turbine upheld.

	
	5.2.2
	10/02633/4/FUL: Barn, Pindon End, stables block (retrospective application)

	
	5.2.3
	10/02403/FUL: 23 Station Road. permitted

	6
	
	TO CONSIDER RESOLUTIONS

	
	6.1
	To consider & agree on adoption of the Village Hall constitution & rates for 2011/2011. [Information in file note addendum – below].  Cllr Hinds



	
	6.2
	To consider & agree on the H&S job & person description. (Circulated prior to meeting)

	
	6.3
	To consider & agree on the purchase of 3 x 2nd hand dog bins from A H Contracts (1 for each of the parishes in Hanslope Ward) to be funded by the NAG & to agree on exact location in Fox Covert Lane. Cllr Ayles



	
	6.4
	To consider whether CPC will support R Sawbridge’s request to allow farm vehicle access through Fox Covert once Maltings phase 2 is started. 



	
	6.5
	To consider & agree on which Cllr will complete the MKC Satisfaction Survey for submission in hardcopy or electronically by 25 February 2011. 



	
	6.6
	To consider & agree on increase in number of councillors seats from 7 to 9.  Cllr Haynes. 


	
	6.7
	To consider & agree to the formation of an elections work group to handle communications for the upcoming elections & to agree the scope of the work expected. Cllr Ayles



	7
	
	TO CONSIDER FINANCIAL MATTERS

	
	7.1
	To receive statements of the current financial position. 

	
	7.2
	To approve the RFO payments schedule. (Circulated prior to meeting)

	
	7.3
	To consider & agree on possible projects for PP Funds for 2011 (list circulated prior to meeting)  & to delegate power under LGA 101 (a) to the Clerk & Finance Committee with authority to resolve any issues that might arise. 


	8
	
	TO CONSIDER CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED: [Addendum to agenda]

	9
	
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS  (for noting, or for inclusion on a future agenda)

	10
	
	TO AGREE DATE OF FUTURE MEETING


	MATTERS ARISING - REPORTBACK 



	1
	Parishes Protocol
	Informed S Muir Governance 12/01/11

	2
	HiMO support
	Email in support sent to planning

	3
	Dog bins
	Fox covert to be installed in February 2011.

	4
	30pmh relocation of signage
	Meeting held 20/01.  Cllrs Keane & Markham met with Adrian Carden & agreed the positioning of the 30 mile an hour signs in BE, Hanslope & Station Roads. Rd.  Attention was drawn to the number of incidents that had occurred at the Hanslope Road site & a repositioning needs to be actioned. 

	5
	Building at Elm Tree farm
	Planning application S/2010/1420/FUL (amendment to S/2009/0460/P) for 6 s B&B units & 2 x holiday lets for owner Mr Mervyn Alderman. 

	6
	Safety barrier near Navigation
	Passed to Cosgrove clerk for referral to NCC. Whilst not considered a priority has been logged docket 464773

	7
	Priority signage near Railway bridge damaged
	Reported via streetcare.


	SCHEDULE OF REPORTS & FILE NOTES



	4.1
	CLERKS REPORT
	FISH PONDS PLAY AREA REFURBISHMENT: MKC have sent out tenders in first week of January for costings on equipment supply & fix.  However at the close date only 1 had been received back. While this is against MKC’s own policy on procurement of goods over £25k, WREN have agreed that only 1 tender will be acceptable if MKC can prove the tender process took place. P Snell says this is possible.  The tender was accepted by MKC.  Permission has been obtained from English Heritage and MKC archaeology to go ahead and excavate where necessary (MKC need to add amendments but have been told that this is a formality).  There is agreement from conservation that an archaeologist is on standby to watch excavations as they take place. I have a design of the actual layout available for scrutiny. Suppliers lead times for equipment is between 4 – 8 weeks.  Preliminary work will take place in the intervening period.  I am yet to receive a project schedule from P Snell.  VILLAGE GREEN DESIGN: Designs submitted to R Duffield’s dept for costing. Design to be available at meeting. 

PARISH ON LINE: not yet come on line despite MKC’s promises.  SUSTRANS:  This is still under scrutiny by highways/roads dept. PPF 2010/11 – Streetlight: notification of acceptance of quotes & payment.  LCSA WORKSHOP: Shared Services: Informative workshop on successful models for sharing services. File note on workshop training available. Types of shared service models that have proven track records: Procuring or commissioning: (best suited to work jointly with external supplier/contractor or internal expertise to provide part or whole of service), Lead authority model: one council supplies whole service to others, usually in area/s the council does ‘well’ in. 3rd party entity: joint venture partnership (could be a trading company) to deliver service; In-sourcing: one council provides a skill or capacity needed by another, franchised out services, Informal Joint committee: made up of people with expertise from local & other parishes.  Plus factors : Shared intelligence, skills, cost, Accountability, time saving, improved relationships & legitimises community.  Negative areas : Communications, Responsibility (PC who has remit), time cost to clerk or officer/s, wrong model for partnership – leads to in-house problems, 3rd party model can cause confusion in community and can encourage political agendas.  Areas where shared services could be used: Clerks – experience/skills (project management, funding etc), Dog bins; Equipment hire, Events, Grant funding, Grass cutting, Halls/community centres, Inter-agency support, Litter bins, Planning, Signage, Speed watch / SIDS, Staff – shared funding for post/s, Training needs, Transport/highways (gritting).  Top areas that MK Clerks felt could be shared: Training for elected members – induction, support, framework tools, Power of well-being training, Grass cutting, Highways maintenance, Youth services.  NOTE:  It is likely that MKC will cut back to minimum or remove all non statutory services over next year/18 months. This will include: Allotments, Community halls, Community services, Elections, Grass cutting, Gritting, Highways – non safety matters, non essential, road marking (non safety), Libraries and allied services, Open areas, Play area maintenance, Street lighting, Youth services.  


	4.2
	NAG

13.01.11

AUTHOR

P AYLES
	1. Dog Bins: - agreed that NAG would purchase 3 further dog bins. 1x for Castlethorpe (already approved) 2 x delivered to Dorothy Courtman pending decisions  by Hanslope & Haversham PCs or as spares. Castlethorpe bin to be installed at Fox Covert Lane.   2. Finance. There will be a small budget remaining at the end of this financial year. This will be returned to MKC if unused & Safer Neighbourhoods have recommended funds are transferred to parish councils for future use by the NAG. It was agreed that funds, probably no more than £180, will be transferred to Hanslope PC subject to their Clerk agreeing.  3. Police Report covered meeting at Doctors' Surgery to reassure residents that no threat existed to them following the murder at the Globe. The Appeal for Witnesses could now be removed from Hanslope & Castlethorpe websites.  4. Community Speed Watch. Andy Perry very keen to expand pool of volunteers. CSW in regular use by Rural South but not being used in Rural West at present. He asked that Rob Dabnor / Tina Lewington be contacted by Dave Hinds to arrange CSW session when he was on duty so he could train new volunteers. Hanslope very keen to see CSW used on Long Street.  5. Cold calling: Phil Ayles had circulated draft of cold calling practices leaflet produced by Trading Standards & asked for comments within the next week when he would reply to Trading Standards.  6. Next Meeting 7.30pm 28/3 Castlethorpe Village Hall.



	4.3
	STARS

13.01.11

AUTHOR

J KEANE
	World Class Transport Vision Paper:  Main item of discussion. Gave  the opportunity for many of the points raised by CPC to be aired publicly  Many PCs had yet to complete their replies.  Finally deadline for submission is the 4 February.  Gritting Schedule: There was considerable discussion about the MK Councils ability to clear the snow & ice during the recent cold snap & what lessons had been learnt for the next time.  Weather charts presented. Secklow Gate West:  Comments lodged regarding ongoing closure.



	4.4
	HPAF

18.01.11

AUTHOR

P AYLES
	A508 Junction. [attended by Helen Harbottle, Vice Chair, Cosgrove Parish Council]. Phil Ayles summarised the situation to date: NCC had declined to re-design the east-side widening of the junction (cost £300,000 - generally regarded as unaffordable). Under pressure, they had indicated that a west-side widening would cost about £200,000 plus cost of any land acquisition though local councils had said they could help with that. However, even at £200,000, NCC would be unwilling to proceed. They would also not be prepared to widen to any lesser extent (e.g. to get 80% of the benefit for 50% of the cost) because such a design would not comply with the 'Design Manual for Roads & Bridges'. Even the cost of re-surfacing the junction was put at £70,000 & could not be afforded at present. ACTION: (i) Cllrs Andrew Geary & Phil Ayles would meet Alex Constantinides at MKC to understand the technical issues behind NCC's decision & see if a way forward could be identified, (ii) involve Northants County [Cllr Allen Walker & District Cllr Ian McCord] to influence NCC. Cosgrove PC were asked to help with this as they are their Cllrs though Phil Ayles said he & Andrew were willing to continue to drive the project. Helen Harbottle also felt we should also re-engage with Andrea Leadsom MP as she seemed enthusiastic about helping in this scheme.   Medium Term Financial Plan. Andrew Geary had written a note for the meeting in which he said that it looked as if there would be little direct pressure on parish councils by way of having to take up non-statutory services in 2011/12 that MKC could no longer afford. Phil Ayles said that 'cluster contracts'  had been discussed by the Clerks at the SLCC MK branch training workshop [ref: file note from Castlethorpe's Clerk]. With no immediate pressure for 2011/12, it was decided to defer the matter until after the NECAF meeting the following day when Cllr Sam Crooks & Gary Waghorn,  Deputy Head of Finance will be present to discuss impact of the new budget on the parishes. The Chairs of HPCAF have been invited.  Updates. Tathall End / Devil's Dip. £100,000 in current budget. Joe Geary raised that he still believed that a major part of the problem at the Dips was water not being able to get away quickly & asked for a site meeting with Mark Bennett.  However, in a discussion with Rob Ward the following day, it was said that the dry ponds scheme was to protect houses in Tathall End & not to prevent flooding at Devil's Dip although it was believed that the latter would be a by-product. Joe Geary & I believe that HPCAF has been misled over several years because the request of HPCAF was for flood prevention at Devil's Dip though recognising that protection of property was more important. We have received regular updates on consultant's study & project funding on the basis of improvements at Devil's Dips. We would like Mark Bennett to come to the next HPCAF. Next Meeting. 7.30pm 7th April at Castlethorpe


	4.6
	VH MEETING

24.01.11

AUTHOR

AYLES

(Information also supplied by K Russo)
	RAMP OUTSIDE OLD ENTRANCE:  Agreed that the ramp needs levelling. Intention is to level the ramp as per current H&S guidelines towards the new gate. ACTION: Phil Ayles to see if Neighbourhood Management Team able to do this.  2011/12 RATES:  Following recommendation made to CPC for its approval: 

User

Old Rate

New Rate

Regular Users

£5 / hr

£5.50 / hr

Regular Business Users

£10 / hr

£11 / hr

User

Old Rate

per session

New Rate

per session

Casual Hire (AM or PM) - Residents

£35

£40

Casual Hire (AM or PM) - Non-Residents

£40

£45

Casual Hire All Day - Residents

£70

£80

Casual Hire All Day - Non-Residents

£80

£90

Casual Hire Evening - Residents

£110

£120

Casual Hire Evening - Non-Residents

£125

£130

CONSTITUTION (VERSION 6):  discussed & agreed without change. CPC to approve. Agenda item. YOUTH CLUB :  have purchased a plasma screen to play interactive games. Preference was for it to be locked to a stand which itself could be locked securely in the storage cupboard. Youth Club to insure. Other groups to be permitted to use it. Understood that no aerial means no TV Licence required.  EVENTS: Craft Club will run an Open Day on 25th June. £4 entry plus £4 for lunch; VHC will be arranging an Open Day and asked users to be prepared to display their activities; VHC will be arranging a Wine Tasting Evening with Stony Stratford Wine Emporium. Cost £15:  HEALTH & SAFETY: reported that some emergency lights in the high section need replacing.  Clerk to get quotes from both MK Fire and from an alternate supplier. A check of fire extinguishers was made against inventory and all were present i.e. one had NOT been stolen during the break-in. NEXT MEETING:  AGM + committee meeting 7.30pm Thursday 31st March.


6.2
CLERK’S NOTE:  Increase of Councillors from 7 to 9 (previously issued with last months paperwork)

In any decision to increase councillors you must ask the question : will there be enough candidates fielded to ensure a election (ie: for 9 places at least 10 candidates take part).  

The pro’s for having a larger number of councillors is:  

· a lesser share of the work amongst all councillors

· the opportunity to have a diverse range of talent on the council

· the opportunity to have committee’s with delegated powers to enable specific council work with deadlines, that often mean the calling of EGM’s, to be decided in the allotted time span with no extra meetings in full council, spread of responsibility

The con’s against :  

· possibility that a diverse group become divisive as talents too different

· not enough candidates fielded to ensure an election & co-option has to take place. 

MKC have stated that they will accept an increase in cllr numbers if the PC can prove the necessity.

There is no actual ratio of electorate : number of councillors that’s acceptable in MK parishes 

There is no cost apart from elections to MKC at present so they would consider an increase

Figures for last 2 elections in Castlethrope 

2007 12 candidates stood -definite

2003 10 candidates stood - definite

1999 9/10 candidates stood – no exact figure found – results archived

To satisfy the criteria for quality status or for powers of well-being the council need to have elections (ie more candidates must stand than seats), 80% of which have to be filled.

