
                   CASTLETHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Council General Meeting to be held on Monday 5 December  2011 at 7.30pm 

AGENDA & SUMMONS

Councillors Ayles, Haynes, Hinds, Keane, Markham, Stacey & Sweetland are summoned to a General Meeting of Castlethorpe Parish Council to be held on the above date & time, in the Village Hall, when the business set out below will be transacted.  The meeting will be preceded by an Open Forum (15 minutes if necessary).  Please accept an invitation from myself, to join me at 7pm for a festive drink and snacks prior to the meeting as a thank you for your support during the year.
K Hill

K HILL

Clerk to the Parish Council 

(01908 522 900 or khillpc.castle@btinternet.com) 
                                                29 November 2011


	1
	
	TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	2
	
	TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST by Councillors in any of the agenda items below

	3
	
	TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

	
	3.1
	To agree the minutes of the general meeting of the 7 November 2011 as a true record. 

	4
	
	TO RECEIVE REPORTS.

	
	4.1
	Clerks Report & Review of Actions

	
	4.2
	BALC AGM – 11 November

	
	4.3
	Village Hall committee meeting 17 November

	
	4.4
	Note on DCC meeting on Station Yard planning application 17 November. 

	
	4.5
	Village centre green public meeting 24 November

	
	4.6
	Draft minutes Finance committee meeting 22 November [under separate cover]

	
	4.7
	Draft minutes Sports Ground committee meeting 10 November [under separate cover]

	5
	
	TO CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATIONS (previously viewed on line by Cllrs)

	
	5.1
	11/02379/TCA : notification to cut back rotting branches in apple tree at 13B South Street 

	
	5.2
	11/02509/FUL: Erection of a garage 20 Shepperton Close.

	
	5.3
	11/02523/FUL: Erection of 1 wind turbine 15.4m hub height / 20.4m top blade tip height (re submission of 10/00175/FUL) at Lincoln Grounds Station Road Castlethorpe.

	
	5.4
	TO RECEIVE REPORT BACK ON PREVIOUS PLANNING APPLICATIONS.

	
	5.4.1
	11/02125/TCA – felling of weeping willow - permitted

	
	5.4.2
	11/01484/TPO – re-pollard one horse chestnut tree The Chestnuts South Street permitted.

	
	5.4.3
	11/01593/FUL – 9 dwellings Station Yard - 

	6
	
	TO CONSIDER RESOLUTIONS

	
	6.1
	To consider the recommendations of the public meeting on the Village Centre and Green and decide on a way forward

	
	6.2
	To receive a progress report from Cllr Sweetland on the Jubilee Party, to appoint a Cllr and alternate to represent the council in any organising group and to consider next steps

	
	6.3
	To consider and agree on a donation to MK Community Foundation towards their Winter Appeal. 

	
	6.4
	To consider and agree on accepting internal auditor details.

	
	6.5
	To consider and agree on actions:

Removal the seat at River bridge & disposal

Outstanding list of neighbourhood issues/meeting with MKC relevant officers

	7
	
	TO CONSIDER FINANCIAL MATTERS

	
	7.1
	To receive statements of the current financial position. (Circulated prior to meeting)

	
	7.2
	To approve the RFO payments schedule. (Circulated prior to meeting)

	
	7.3
	To consider draft 8 of 2012/2013 budget as approved by the Finance committee and to agree the percentage increase for the precept . (Circulated prior to meeting)

	8
	
	TO CONSIDER CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  

	9
	
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS  (for noting, or for inclusion on a future agenda)

	10
	
	TO AGREE DATE OF FUTURE MEETING:

	
	10.1
	9 January 2012


4.SCHEDULE OF REPORTS & FILE NOTES

	4.1
	CLERKS REPORT & REVIEW OF ACTIONS

	RAMP & UNEVEN SLABS: work due to be done FOC on negotiated date/time pending agreement on new  design - original idea not feasible.
GRIT BOX:  Prospect Place delivered October. Grit being delivered early December. Clerk + Cllr Markham to liaise to position and fill.

DUSTBINS: Bought 4 – to be given 24hr notice of delivery. 1st 10 days of December

BENCHES IN FISH PONDS:  delivery Late Jan early Feb 2012.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS : meeting MKC liaison officer 30/11. Report back at 5/12 meeting
ACTIONS UPDATE:

Restoration of the posts & chain in North Street: Ongoing. 

Restoration of benches in village (Shepperton Close, Chequers): Ongoing

Diseased Horse Chestnut tree Fish Ponds: reported to environ svcs ref 8000687627. Assessment completed. 3 trees need urgent work. I might have to be replaced. Not in any danger to public.  Needs TLC 

	4.2
	BALC EXECUTIVE 11 November 2011   :  ATTENDED BY CLLR P AYLES

	The AGM was a formal meeting. Its principal business was:
· The election of the President (Sir Henry Aubrey-Fletcher was re-elected) and Vice Presidents (all re-elected).
· Receive a report from the County Officer, John Gibbs
· Much increased councillor training (12 courses in January to September plus 2 Localism seminars)
· Launch of Legal Services to parish councils from Bucks CC
· New website
· Increased number of competitors for Best Kept Village (50 compared to 42 previously)
· Approval of Accounts and 2012/13 Budget which includes the subscription rate.
· A talk on Localism from NALC Vice Chair
Most of the discussion was around the 2012/13 budget. The Executive Committee had recommended an increase of 1p in the rate in an attempt to close the gap mainly created by the cost of staff (just under 2 FTEs) and the current income level. Even then, the budget will be a deficit of £4k assuming that a funding gap of £10k can be filled probably from a grant from MKC (Bucks CC provides a grant of £17,500pa plus office accommodation) or from a Best Kept Village sponsor. The 1p increase was approved.
The Localism talk presented no more than has already been reported and covered at other seminars


	4.3
	VILLAGE HALL CMTTEE MEETING :  17/11/2011 

ATTENDED BY CLLRS HINDS & SWEETLAND

	H&S:  Carol Wray gave the report. Black and White, the company tasked with completing the H&S inspection gave the Village Hall the all clear. Carol Wray advised that she was not impressed with the service provided. Basically there was "poor communication" and the inspection itself appeared to be less than thorough.

LIGHTING:  Following a discussion on the poor quality lighting along the side of the hall, I agreed to investigate if it was possible for MKC to install an extra "street light" to provide the required light. I advised this may not be possible but certainly worth looking into. If not then it will have to be added to the wish list although the VH Cmttee thought this may be more of an issue for the PC to tackle.

FINANCE:  After discussion, the VH Cmttee stated that they do not want to set a fund raising target because they do not want any monies going into the PC coffers.  Also they do not want to see a VH subsidy/grant appearing in the budget.

OPEN GARDENS: Open Gardens funds are being used to purchase new Crockery and cutlery. They will also look into purchasing new tables to replace the old Card tables.

HEATING: It was agreed that there is a need to be more proactive in relation to changing the timings that the heating comes on. This is to accommodate users and also to not have the heating on when there is no one in the hall.  It was recognised that a new timer is required as the old one only allows 1 setting.

Finally John and Anne Foakes together with Carol Wray advised they will be standing down from the committee at the next AGM.


	4.4
	DCC 17/11/2011:  STATION YARD PLANNING APPLICATION :  

ATTENDED BY CLLR AYLES

	3 minute speech on objection to planning application: 

Castlethorpe Parish Council is not opposed in principle to this development but it has a number of concerns and would welcome some planning conditions should DCC permit this application. These were all discussed at a parish council meeting with the applicant present so there should be no surprises here.  It is important that the site is developed sensitively because it is in the middle of the village although it has been an ugly maintenance and storage area for Network Rail pretty much since the station was shut 50 years ago. Nonetheless, in the village survey for our 2008 Parish Plan there was a clear preference for low cost or affordable housing rather than light industry so the parish council would like to see a development such as this.  I should also add that the parish council has no objections to the amendments to incorporate window arches and porches. Our main concern is that there seemed to be an unusually high number of concerns expressed by officers on noise, water aquiver, ground contamination and crime prevention among others. The applicant assured the parish council that this was not unusual at that stage of the application and that they would be resolved. The parish council asks that all concerns raised in the reports are remedied to the satisfaction of officers and for the parish council is advised by the officers when solutions are acceptable and when there has been a discharge of conditions. The parish council would like to be consulted by officers on the choice of material, especially the brick type, which is very sensitive in this location and would like the proposed stone wall at the entrance to be constructed in the style and same material as the adjacent cottage.

Finally, the parish council is discussing improvements to the area immediately outside the entrance to this development and Urban Design have proposed the construction of 7 car parking spaces which would partly be within the boundary of this application. The applicant has indicated his support but, because the other part of the parking space land is actually owned by MKC, it is not included in this application. Officers have quite rightly pointed out that this cannot be a condition of planning because they are not necessary for the development but we would ask DCC to allow officers to make any amendment for the car parking spaces as a delegated decision and to request the applicant to consider the parking space construction as it would be a relatively small expense if done during the construction of the new entrance.



	4.5
	FILE NOTE : VILLAGE CENTRE GREEN DESIGN PUBLIC MEETING:  ATTENDED BY CLLRS AYLES, KEANE & SWEETLAND & THE CLERK

	There were 6 members of the public present. After much discussion the following was unanimously agreed by all of those present:

The concept of the safe crossing from the Carrington Arms to the Village Hall (all designs) was supported.  Concern was raised over the design (would multiple lines or markings be necessary, would crossing be raised to demarcate the area).  ACTION: Clerk to verify that this can be dealt with ASAP within this year’s budget and to ask M Jones for s final design.

Parking spaces located at the rear of the green (all designs) was unanimously supported.  ACTION: PC to ensure that these be constructed & funded by Station Yard developer on construction of entrance to Station Yard development

The green to be remodelled allowing for more green social space using the design with North Street edge being brought forward & taking space from South Street by narrowing road space supported.  ACTION: Clerk to verify with M Jones on design

Central parking in North Street rejected.

Parallel parking in North Street supported if M Jones can verify that the bays will not obscure the access/egress from the bus stops.  ACTION: Clerk to verify design with M Jones and request safety/Roads & Highways verification that access for busses would not be compromised.

Central parking in South Street rejected as it could hinder vehicles turning such as the school bus & vehicles using the shop. It was felt the central parking spaces made for difficult entry and exit.  Bearing in mind Ms Jones’s observation that the outlook onto the Carrington Arms was the signature view of the village, there were several suggestions:

· Extend the pavement (from North Street/South Street junction outside Carrington Arms) to accommodate diagonal parking of cars down the Carrington Arms side of South Street

· Create parallel parking for cars in South Street (opposite Carrington Arms)

· Create diagonal parking for cars in South Street (opposite Carrington Arms)

· To accommodate the loss of parking spaces (see above) the North Street parking area outside the Chestnuts be extended further back into pavement to allow for diagonal parking.  ACTION:  Take to M Jones for design and verification of viability

Paving in different colour around the centre green supported.

3 different sizes of paving agreed:

1. As in Design 1

2. Part of North Street from Bus stop to before safe crossing and into South Street to Inglenook cottages

3. Part of North Street from Bus stop to before safe crossing and into South Street to Station Yard entrance

ACTION:  Clerk to ask M Jones to present designs & costings

Raised table (to slow traffic) was preferred if not cost prohibitive as in Design 1.

Suggestions were to consider a flat area demarcated by different tarmac or paving as in Design 1 or as per smaller areas above.


