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By Philip Ayles
Chairman of
Castlethorpe Parish Council

Village Plan Referendum
date is set for July 22

The date for the Public Referendum on the Modified
Castlethorpe Neighbourhood Plan has been set for
Thursday 22 July. You can cast your vote in the Village Hall
between 7 am and 10 pm. Postal and proxy votes will also
be available.
The Parish Council has been preparing a Modified

Neighbourhood Plan (NP) to update the original 2017
Neighbourhood Plan. This was necessary because, since
then, Milton Keynes Council has produced a new Local Plan
(Plan:MK) and Neighbourhood Plans have to fit within the
relevant Local Plan.
In fact, the three documents that decide planning

decisions in Castlethorpe are the Na�onal Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF), Plan:MK and the Castlethorpe NP.
Making a Modified NP also gave Castlethorpe protec�on
even should MKC fail to meet its housing targets and lose
the protec�on of its Local Plan as happened at Hanslope.
The Modified NP �ghtened some design policies, gave

addi�onal protec�on to some of the historic houses in the
village which are not ‘Listed’ and included an ini�al policy
on climate change.
We again sought the designa�on of Gobbeys Field as a

Local Green Space (LGS) which would protect it for the
informal recrea�onal ac�vi�es that characterise its use
alongside grazing.
However, the independent Examiner, in our view wrongly,

ruled that it didn't meet the condi�ons for designa�on.
MKC supported his view despite strenuous efforts by the
Neighbourhood Plan Steering group to convince them
otherwise including the ‘call-in’ appeal procedure
supported by our Ward Councillors.
Some residents, supported by the Parish Council, sought

a judicial review but were told by their barrister that it

would not succeed as all MKC had to demonstrate was that
it had behaved ‘reasonably’ – all the more galling because
there was sufficient evidence for them to have behaved
‘reasonably’ in designa�ng Gobbeys. Reluctantly, we have
to accept this. We urge you to support this, even without
Gobbeys as an LGS, as it refreshes our Neighbourhood
Plan, gives it more authority in planning decisions, and
gives protec�on to all our boundaries including Gobbeys
for a further period regardless of whether MKC con�nues
to meet its housing targets.
Please vote in favour of the Castlethorpe Neighbourhood

Plan on 22nd July.

The ques�on which will be asked in the
Referendum is:
"Do you want Milton Keynes Council to
use the Neighbourhood Plan for
Castlethorpe to help it decide planning
applica�ons in the neighbourhood area?"
You can find full details of the
Referendum and links to the Plan and
other associated documents on the
Milton Keynes Council website at:
h�ps://www.milton-keynes. gov.uk /
planning-and-building/planning-policy/
castlethorpe-neighbourhood-plan

Con�nued on Page 2

Almost a third of all households in
Castlethorpe have expressed interest
in the Parish Council’s move to get
ultrafast full fibre broadband brought
to the village.
The Government is encouraging the

roll-out of fibre-to-the-premises
(FTTP) broadband. We currently have
fibre-to-the-cabinet (FTTC – the green
boxes like the one by the Triangle) and

then our previous copper, steel or
aluminium wires from the cabinet to
our homes.
We currently get broadband speeds

between 20Mbps (in Shepperton
Close) to 80Mbps (in North Street) but
FTTP should give us op�ons from
100Mbps to 1Gbps and also be more
reliable. The broadband suppliers are,

Huge for broadband speed-up

https://www.milton-keynes. gov.uk /planning-and-building/planning-policy/castlethorpe-neighbourhood-plan
https://www.milton-keynes. gov.uk /planning-and-building/planning-policy/castlethorpe-neighbourhood-plan
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not surprisingly, concentra�ng on the
high-density popula�on areas first
because they are most profitable.
The Government requires Open-

reach, which is the wholesale
provider for about 30 retail suppliers
including BT, TalkTalk, Sky, PlusNet
and Zen, to reach most UK
households but this will go quite
slowly. We believe that Hanslope will
be upgraded by December 2026.
Separately, the Government is

providing funding through its Gigabit
Broadband Voucher Scheme in which
it provides a voucher worth £1,500
for each household and £3,500 for
each business which commits to
taking an FTTP service.
We have made an ini�al enquiry and

encouraged households to make an
expression of interest without
commitment. 157 households have
expressed an interest, which is a
fantas�c propor�on of the 480
households in the village. I have now
sent the list to Openreach and expect
to receive a ballpark quote within the
next 28 days.
If you are interested but didn’t send

me your details, don’t worry.
Openreach will quote for all the
postcodes which expressed an

interest and basically every street in
the village had someone who
expressed interest so the quote will
be for the whole village. I will be
keeping those registered with me up
to date so, if you are interested,
please contact me by email and I will
add you to the list. (Under our GDPR
policy, I will delete the list when the
process is complete.)
A�er sending the quote, Openreach

will open a special website for us and
this will be the �me when you will
need to commit to buy a fibre service
within 12 months of it becoming
available.
It will take Openreach about 12

months, we understand, to upgrade
us to FTTP so we are probably talking
about commitments to switch to FTTP
between, say, mid-2022 and mid-
2023. When you commit, your
voucher is pledged to offset the
money Openreach has quoted.
Fibre to the home contracts are

normally a bit more expensive
because the broadband speeds will
be much faster and bemore reliable –
par�cularly important for those of us
connected over steel and aluminium
lines.
You can see costs by contac�ng your

supplier or looking at compe�tors. Con�nued on Page 4

Big boost for Ultrafast broadband
From Page 1 The �mescales are sufficient that,

even if you have just commi�ed to an
18 month new contract, you will s�ll
be able to commit and, in any case,
your exis�ng supplier will almost
certainly allow you to upgrade.
To answer some of the ques�ons I

have had:
1. Residents will be able to con�nue

with their exis�ng suppliers as
Openreach is a wholesale
supplier to BT, Sky, Talktalk, Zen
etc who then offer a service to
residents.

2. Another supplier, Gigaclear, is
installing fibre broadband in
Northants including Cosgrove.
They would require us to
terminate our exis�ng broadband
contracts and start a new one
with them which some residents
might not be happy to do.
Nevertheless, I have enquired
about installing in Castlethorpe
but have not had a response from
them.

3. Openreach will make a new fibre
connec�on to your house with a
new master socket for the new
service. You plug your broadband
router into that.

4. Residents have asked if they can
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Ian Markham, Bullington End Road, Castlethorpe
Tel: 01908 511169 Mobile: 07778 180730

Glenmore Farm

Ian
For more information please speak to Ian on
01908 511169 or 07778 180730

Hello folks!
Well here we are again. And let’s hope

we’re on our way to a really good summer.
All our animals are now out to grass. Our
spring lambs are a bit behind, but it won’t
be long. If you are interested in a half

or whole lamb let me know.
Our beef (pure Hereford) will be ready later

on in the summer, as some will be in mixed
boxes as usual. With the lamb and beef I can

freeze and keep it for when you need it.
And don’t forget our pork. It will be ready in
around 4-6 weeks and I can also freeze and

keep it for you. For anyone who’s barbecuing we
have our usual succulent sausages and burgers.

If you would like to see the animals at the
weekends please speak to Ian.

And don’t forget we have poultry feed in
stock i.e. layers pellets and mixed corn.

Hope you all have a great summer!

wait un�l it is installed and then
decide. All I can say is that the costs
of this upgrade are so high that it is
unlikely that the Parish Council will
be able to make much of a financial
contribu�on.
We have between £5,000 and

£10,000 to invest each year,which is
the equivalent of seven houses.
If we don't do it now with the

vouchers in this scheme, we will
have to wait un�l it eventually
comes to us which could take more
than five years.
I will give regular updates both at

the monthly Parish Council mee�ngs
and also to everyone who has
already registered with me.

Philip Ayles

Broadband

Due to a cut in the frequency of
clearance of the public li�er bins by
Milton Keynes Council, the Parish
Council had to employ someone to
empty the bins in the village centre
each week as they become full in the
intervening period.
Unfortunately, that person is unable

to con�nue beyond September so a
replacement is required. Please email
clerk@castlethorpe-pc.gov.uk if you
would be interested in taking on this
role. Payment is offered.

Can you help
with litter bins?

From Page 2

Whateveryourbudgetor style,wehave
akitchen,bedroomorbathroomforyou

Visit our showroomat
108WatlingStreet
Towcester
NN126AG



Buy One
Roller Blind
Get One
Half Price

Universal Blinds
Your local Blind Specialist
Roller.Vertical, Venetian, Wooden,

Pleated, Roman, Perfect Fit
� 3 day service on Roller & Vertical Blinds
� Quality Blinds mademore affordable
� Free Measuring and Fitting Buy One

Roller Blind
Get One
Half Price01908 510333 • 07980 979420

email: sale@universal-blinds.co.uk

The Parish Council has again decided
not to distribute a paper copy of
Castlethorpe News to all households
but that it would be published on our
website, where you can also see
previous edi�ons. Paper copies are
also available in the shop.
We will keep this under review and I

hope we can return to distribu�ng
paper copies later in the year and
when more of our village ac�vi�es
have restarted.
Two really big topics are covered in

separate ar�cles previously published
on the website.
These are ultrafast broadband where

I have submi�ed the list of addresses
that have expressed interest and am
now wai�ng for a quote from
Openreach which I hope to have early
next month.
The second subject is the Neigh-

bourhood Plan referendum which is
being held on Thursday 22nd July and
at which the Parish Council urges
everyone to vote in favour – postal and
proxy vo�ng is available.
Highways
We con�nue to wait for the work to
�dy up the 20mph zone in South Street
and for the kerbing work in Bullington
End Road. The work has been
commi�ed by Milton Keynes Council
but progress is truly glacial.
As a result of concerns expressed by a

number of residents, we have held a
mee�ng to discuss parking with MKC
Highways in South Street and an
engineer is to be sent to make an
assessment. I won’t hold my breath!
I contrast this with the excellent

The latest news from
the Parish Council

response from Thames Valley Police.
Councillor Dave Hinds and I operate
the Speed Indicator Device (SID) and
rou�nely send the data to TVP. They
assess the data and have done speed
enforcement on several occasions.
I have to say that the average speeds

have not reduced but a number of
drivers have been stopped including,
unfortunately, some locals.
Please spread the message not to

speed in Castlethorpe if you want to
avoid points on your licence.
The Parish Council has also had the

entrance ‘gates’ and road signs in the
village cleaned – we are now doing this
each year.
We have also had the War Memorial

cleaned, as it is six years since we had
it refurbished.
A bench has been donated by Open

Gardens and is located by the bus stop
in North Street. Our thanks to Open
Gardens.
Streetlights
The Parish Council has now decided to
upgrade the streetlights throughout
the village to heritage style (as
currently in North Street and South
Street) as part of the MKC conversion
to LED lights.
We can just pay the difference

between what MKC would pay anyway
and the cost of the heritage style lights.

This is a major expense but we hope it
will improve the look of the village for
the long term. The work will be carried
out in this financial year, so by March
2022.
Landscaping
As you know, the Parish Council now
contracts this directly rather than MKC
doing it. We increased the frequency of
cuts in April and May and had an
addi�onal one in March though the
wet weather made it hard to keep up.
However, the village does look a lot
be�er.
Planning applica�ons
Bartholomew Farm (on the Wolverton
Road as you leave the village) has been
given permission to use the buildings
there as a storage facility. A new
entrance will be built closer to the
village and the exis�ng entrance
stopped up. The hedge will be
amended slightly to give a clear and
safe view of the entrance.
Cosgrove Leisure Park have been

given permission to convert 40 of their
pitches from touring caravans to fixed
mobile homes.
We have had a lot of problems in the

past when they have used Fox Covert
Lane to access the park mainly through
damage to the verge.
The new permission requires them to

Con�nued on Page 6
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Parish Council news

For details of our services and our special discount for Castlethorpe
villagers please contact us at info@raptureaccounts.co.uk
Tel 01908 669751 | mobile 07720 050935
Office – 63 Wolverton Road, Stony Stratford MK11 1EQ

Do you feel like a number at your current accountants?
Get no feedback, no direction?
Well look no further than Rapture Accounts Limited.
Being a small firm with small overheads, Rapture Accounts can
provide lower rates than other accountancy firms without
compromising service. And we have a special discount for
Castlethorpe residents.
We are not your typical accountancy firm – we aim to go into
partnership with you. We aim to help you develop and grow
your business.
+ Tax return preparation – CIS Refund specialist
+ Partnership accounts
+ Limited company formations
+ Limited company accounts preparation
+ Book-keeping, VAT returns, Payroll, CIS submissions
+ Finance Director services
+ Budgeting, cash-flow forecasting
+ Managerial accounts

Chartered Certified Accountants

SPECIAL

DISCOUNT

FOR VILLAGERS

use alterna�ve routes following an
objec�on on behalf of the residents by
the Parish Council.
I am afraid I s�ll do not have an

update on the Mal�ngs 2 site.
Stonewater won the appeal on design
in their applica�on to which both MKC
and ourselves had objected.
However, the Planning Inspector said

that the percentage of affordable
housing, 30% in their original
applica�on but they were now
proposing 100%, and the S106
(“planning gain”) payments, which
they didn’t want to pay at all, were
outside the scope of the Appeal and so
they s�ll stand.
In themean�me, as many of you have

commented, they have employed a
contractor, Snowden Homes, to do the
required archaeological survey and we

are wai�ng to see what happens next.
There were also a number of
individual planning applica�ons. The
Parish Council objected to some of
them because they went against the
Neighbourhood Plan and would have
been out of keeping. Most of our
objec�ons were upheld.
Village Hall
There have been a number of
improvements at the hall mainly at
the rear returfing the garden area as it
was in a poor state.
We have also had superfast

broadband installed. Although the
ini�al mo�va�on was for live
streaming future council mee�ngs it
will be an added benefit to all hall
users and hopefully, more bookings!

Sports Ground
It is great to see the Sports Ground in full
use by youth football, cricket and tennis.
We really appreciate those who give up
their �me to organise and, in the case of
football and tennis, provide training.
Some new benches have been

purchased from dona�ons from
residents in memory of loved ones and
are now installed at the Sports Ground.
We appreciate the gesture and hope

that it will keep their memories in our
thoughts.
Pop-up pub
Bandit Food (you may have seen their
red van at the Village Hall) are proposing
to run a pop-up pub at the sports ground

From Page 5

Worried by wasps? Rodents on
the rampage? Fed up with fleas?
Undermined by moles? It’s time
to call in the experts to sort it out.
We at Rentakeeper offer a fast,
efficient and local pest control

service that will get things sorted
out in no time. And nothing is

too big … or too small!
Just give us a call on
01908 510189
and leave the rest (and

the pests) to us!

Con�nued on Page 7

castlethorpe-pc.gov.uk



7

on Friday 30th July. This is s�ll at the
planning stage but please put it in your
diaries, watch the Facebook page and
website and keep your fingers crossed
that we can celebrate the village’s return
to normality . . . and for good weather.
Fencing and play areas
Repairs are due to be carried out to gates
and fencing at the Fishponds play area
and the North Street entrance to Castle
Field.
The final quotes have been approved

for the replacement trees in the
Fishponds play area and the Parish
Council is enthusias�c about playing a
role in the MKC Biodiversity ini�a�ve.
Parish Council appointments
and future mee�ngs
The Parish Council has an Annual

Mee�ng each year when it elects a Chair
and Vice-Chair and allocates respons-
ibili�es to the councillors. I was privileged
again to be elected as Chair.
Councillor John Keane has been Vice-

Chair for many years but has decided to
step down because of increasing conflicts
in his schedule.
John proposed Councillor Russell

Forgham as Vice-Chair and he was
unanimously elected.
I would like to offer my personal thanks

to John. We have worked together very
well over the years and his commitment
has been very much appreciated.
Details of the councillors’ respons-

ibili�es are on our website but are largely
unchanged.
The Parish Council will meet next on 5th

July by video-conference. We hope to
return to physical mee�ngs at the village
hall at the following mee�ng on 6th
September.
We don’t normally meet in August

unless there is an urgent planning
applica�on. However, we have decided to
con�nue with live streaming of our
mee�ngs as there is much higher public
par�cipa�on both at the �me and by
residents catching up a�erwards.
We have experimented with equipment

at the hall and will con�nue to do so. It
isn’t great quality because the hall is very
echoey and also because we don’t want
to spend significant amounts of the
precept on equipment.
So please bear with us and we will

improve as we go along.
Philip Ayles
Chairman, Castlethorpe Parish Council

Hi, my name is Elaine and I'm a mature, fully qualified and
insured mobile beauty therapist in Castlethorpe, covering
local surrounding villages and the Milton Keynes area.

I offer treatments such as shellac nails,
massage, waxing etc.

Please contact me on 07796 768917 for further
information/appointments or message me

on my Facebook page
https://m.facebook.com/elliestreatments

For all your gas, LPG and plumbing
needs call Graham Batty on

07879 455680
grahambatty@btinternet.com

33 Shepperton Close, Castlethorpe
Milton Keynes MK19 7HR

gb
Plumbing

Independent Mercedes-Benz Specialists in Central Milton Keynes

Quality servicing at
sensible prices!

5 Blundells Road
Bradville
Milton Keynes
MK13 7HA

01908 222244
Collection and delivery

service available

From Page 7
Parish Council news
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• Keep up with
all the local
news.

• Find out what’s
going on in
Castlethorpe

• Looking for a
local tradesman
or restaurant?

• Want to get in
touch with the
Parish Council?
You need the
Castlethorpe

Village website
Castlethorpe-

pc.gov.uk
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TB
Welcome to
TeamBuilders
TeamBuilders provide total service for all types of new build,
extension and renovation, from demolition and clearance through
planning and construction.We take great pride with all our projects
no matter how large or small and offer a personal yet professional
service. Together with sourcing and utilising the appropriate
materialswe thrive on achieving qualityworkmanship.Wehave fully
checkable references.

If you require help with design as well as build we are more than
happy to help – we have a proven track record and a wealth of
experience. Our aim is to provide our clients with quality work at an
affordable price and we would be delighted to discuss your
requirements.

LET OUR TEAM BUILD YOUR DREAM

Call Jason on 07887 502800
or Gary on 07976 849886

TeamBuilders MK Ltd
ukteambuilders@gmail.com • www.teambuilders.org.uk
3A North Street, Castlethorpe, Milton Keynes MK19 7EW

It’s cricket – but not
aswe know it!

The changing rooms and kitchen remain
locked and out of bounds.
No tea�me treats. It's “bring your own” or

visit Udi if need be.
No sweaters or caps for the umpires to

hold. No touching of wickets or bails by
players.
Definitely no celebra�ng with '”group

hugs”.
All cricket clubs to have a full set of Covid

documenta�on in place.

Last but not least, sani�sing of balls a�er
every six overs (careful!!)
But wait – all is not lost! Castlethorpe

Cricket Club has already had its first
“centurion” for three seasons. Gary
scored a remarkable 116 not out in a 20-20
league cup quarter final against Evenley.
Skipper Russell scored a match winning

58 v Byfield in the club’s South Northants
Premiership League match.
The club is si�ng mid-table a�er so far

securing two wins in a rain affected
season.
We have reached the League Cup semi

final and play Wroxton CC away on 8th
July.
There is also a new website for the South

Northants Cricket League giving all the
results, stats and fixtures. Just log on to
www.snorthantslge.play-cricket.com/
matches.
Two memorial benches have now been

installed at the Sports Ground which
further enhances our picturesque se�ng.
A new banner is also in place on the
pavilion fence giving the Club’s website
and joining details.
HAPPY DAYS!
David Spinelli, Club Chairman
07889 215786

Cricket Club Report

LAPTOP &
COMPUTER
Printer, Ipad, Apple, Setup,
Repairs, Internet, Wireless
Virus Infection, Network,
Mail setup, Data Recovery,
Home/Office Computer

Problems.
7 days services.
No Fix No Fee.

Qualified & Experienced.
We Visit you.

01908 489139 07925 338435
pclaprepairs@gmail.com

https://castlethorpe-pc.gov.uk
https://castlethorpe-pc.gov.uk

