
                   CASTLETHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a General Meeting held on Monday 5 September  2011 at 7.30pm 

PRESENT:  Councillors Ayles (Chair), Haynes, Keane, Markham, Stacey & Sweetland.  The clerk Mrs K Hill, & 9 members of the public were present. Mr S Hill and architect Mr R Failey were present as well as Melissa Jones from MK Council.  Meeting commenced at 8.17pm after the Open Forum.  Chair stated that he would move a resolution without notice as per the Standing Orders at 9.30pm that Cllrs could decide to continue with the meeting and consider all outstanding matters, move to matters 7 – 10 on the agenda & agree to defer all outstanding matters to October meeting.

	
	
	
	ACTION

	1
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  2011/076
	

	
	
	D Hinds – for reason of illness.  Accepted.
	

	2
	
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST by Councillors in agenda items below:
	

	
	
	Cllr Sweetland – prejudicial item 5.5 should there be a discussion requested by Cllrs. [Clerk note: Planning 11/01484/TPO has been re-submitted by MKC due to their administrative error. This application was considered at the July meeting of the PC & there were no objections raised. Chair asked Cllrs that should they wish to discuss the matter Cllr Sweetland would have to leave the room]
	

	3
	
	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING & MATTERS ARISING: 2011/077
	

	
	3.1
	The minutes of the general meeting of the 4 July 2011 were unanimously accepted as a true record. 
	

	
	3.2
	It was unanimously agreed that matters arising would be covered from this meeting on in the Clerks Report & review of actions.
	

	4
	
	REPORTS NOTED:  2011/078
	

	
	4.1
	Clerks Report & Review of Actions 
	

	
	4.2
	HPAF
	

	
	4.3
	BALC EXECUTIVE
	

	
	4.4
	MKAULC
	

	
	4.5
	VH Committee meeting. File note handed out to Cllrs at meeting
	

	5
	
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS :  2011/079
	

	
	5.1
	11/01529/FUL – D Scott – Garage and side extension 10 North Street. No objection. Size of build noted. 
	

	
	5.2
	11/01592/FUL – Acorn Nursery window/entrance- 17 South Street (re-submission). No objections
	CLERK

	Meeting suspended for Chair to ask the developer to clarify the situation & his understanding of the parking spaces & ownership thereof as well as comments on the proposed way he would handle solving the questions raised in reports by some statutory consultees.  The developer & architect assured the PC that they recognised the issues raised in the officers reports & had identified solutions to solve the questions raised. The architect stated that the concern about re-orientating the build was not feasible from a cost/design aspect as the current design used the site to the maximum advantage. The developer confirmed that the exclusion of the parking spaces from the application was because not all of the land was owned by them though the part that was owned fell within the curtilage of the planning application. Meeting resumed.


	

	
	5.3
	11/01593/FUL – S Hill – development of Station Yard – 9 dwellings.  PC noted the concerns raised in the various statutory consultees reports. The PC, by majority vote, have no objection to the build but on the following conditions:

· Materials used blend with the surrounding buildings. In particular that the colour of the brick is a soft colour of red. It was suggested that it should match 3 South Street.

· That the parking spaces to the rear of the green should be included and that CPC would seek agreement from MKC to include such land as was owned by them.  
· Issues identified by statutory consultees are remedied

· Stone wall is in keeping with adjacent stonework 
	CLERK

	
	5.4
	11/01762/NMA – 18 Bullington End Rd, Non material amendment to approved plan application. No objection however permission granted day of meeting.
	CLERK

	
	5.5
	11/01484/TPO : No further discussion. Refer to July meeting decision.
	

	
	5.6
	REPORT BACK ON PREVIOUS PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR NOTING:
	

	
	5.6.1
	11/01033/FUL: 46 The Chequers: permitted
	

	
	5.6.2
	11/01064/CLUP: 58 Thrupp Close: certificate of lawfulness permitted
	

	
	5.6.3
	11/01295/ANOT :  Home Farm Dutch Barn.  Approved.
	

	
	5.6.4
	11/01376/FUL: Home Farm Erection of cow shed.  Approved.
	

	
	5.6.5
	11/01359/FUL: Home Farm Erection of cow shed.  Approved.
	

	6
	
	RESOLUTIONS:  2011/080
	

	
	6.1
	It was unanimously agreed that a working group comprising Cllrs Ayles, Sweetland & Keane be formed to organise a community meeting to discuss the results of the consultation [see above Open Forum notes] & to present recommendations based on agreements reached at the public meeting to the PC for consideration.
	

	
	6.2
	It was unanimously agreed that CPC would lodge a non binding expression of interest in the following devolved services from MKC: 

Assets: 2 x playareas

Services: Verge grass cutting & maintenance of the open areas in The Chequers and Shepperton Close, Triangle & village green. 

Cllrs were invited to drop into the informal sessions on devolved services on 7/9/11 at Civic offices. [Info summary & notes circulated prior to meeting ]
	CLERK

	
	6.3
	It was unanimously agreed that CPC’s choice of candidate for Vice Chair of the Parishes Forum is D Livingstone. Clerk to inform MKC
	CLERK

	
	6.4
	It was unanimously agreed to allow the Sports Ground committee delegated power (LGA 1972 s101 (a) ) to handle all project management of the upgrading of the sports ground facilities & to allow provision that all Councillors are entitled to attend SG committee meetings and vote on any and all related project matters. 
	

	
	6.5
	It was unanimously agreed to obtain 2 dog health signs for SG (1st on list). Clerk to arrange for handyman to fix asap.
	CLERK

	
	6.6
	It was unanimously agreed that all Cllrs will send comments on the draft  Corporate Plan consultation document to the Clerk by 19/10/11for collation & final presentation at 3/10 general meeting for approval by all Cllrs present as CPC’s official comment to MKC. 
	CLERK

	As 9.40pm had been reached after decision on the above resolution, Chair moved a resolution without notice to “terminate consideration of resolutions & defer resolutions 6.7 – 6.11 to October meeting & progress with items 7 – 10”for consideration. It was unanimously agreed by all present.


	

	
	6.7 – 6.11
	Deferred to October meeting
	

	7
	
	FINANCIAL MATTERS:  2011/081
	

	
	7.1
	A statement of the current financial position was circulated. Cllr Stacey asked why there was an overspend on the equipment maintenance budget of £535.99. Clerk asked to report back. [Post meeting note: Overspend was caused by cost of servicing the VH fridge which was not budgeted for together with a mis-allocation of the cost of a hedge trimmer purchase. Clerk has rectified.] All financial schedules approved unanimously.  
	

	
	7.2
	The RFO Payments Schedule was circulated in advance. There were no queries. Total payments of £3371.02 from Lloyds Bank & a funds transfer from BOI for £5000.00 PLC were approved. Proposed Cllr Ayles seconded Cllr Keane
	

	
	
	K Hill – salary for July and August
	£1060.60

	
	
	K Hill – incidental expenses for PC July & August
	£76.80

	
	
	G Hinds – cleaning Village Hall (July)
	£176.00

	
	
	P Stone – groundsman/handyman services July & August
	£495.00

	
	
	A H Contracts – dog bin emptying (July/August)  
	£72.00

	
	
	Air Cool – repairs to VH fridge
	£360.00

	
	
	Mazars – annual audit fee
	£480.00

	
	
	L Stapley – key deposit refund
	£10.00

	
	
	Eon – utilities (SG, VH) – July & August DD
	£640.62



	
	
	TOTAL PAYABLE
	£3371.02



	
	7.3
	Deferred.
	

	
	7.4
	Noted: Annual Accounts approved by the external auditors. Notice to view ended 01/09. No requests for copies or to view from public. 
	

	8
	
	CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:  2011/082
	

	
	8.1
	Correspondence log circulated to all Cllrs prior to meeting.  Copies were available for public to view at meeting. Highlighted items discussed, specifically:
	

	
	8.2
	Resident: complaint about lack of vegetation mtnc on cycletrack: Clerk to write to Ceri Griffen regarding maintenance by ROW/Sustrans
	CLERK

	
	8.3
	Resident: Request for CPC to write to NCC regarding potholes/state of road from Navigation. Clerk to write to NCC for action & support from Cosgrove PC.
	CLERK

	
	8.4
	Resident: State of plot on corner Fox Covert Lane. Clerk to write to owner to request it be cleaned up and levelled off. 
	CLERK

	9
	
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 2011/083
	

	
	9.1
	VH Committee recommendations from file note 4.5
	

	
	9.2
	Christmas lights
	

	
	9.3
	Donation to seniors party
	

	
	9.4
	Jubilee road closure
	

	
	9.5
	Agenda items 6.7 – 6.11
	

	10
	
	DATE OF FUTURE MEETING:  2011/084
	

	
	
	3 October 2011. Half yearly report to be offered by Chairman.
	


4.SCHEDULE OF REPORTS & FILE NOTES

	4.1
	CLERKS REPORT & REVIEW OF ACTIONS

	PARISH PARTNERSHIP FUNDS:  Awarded £5k towards SG improvements and £1100k towards “Youth”.

SPORTS GROUND COMMITTEE MEETING: 20/9 at 10.30am 

VILLAGE GREEN DESIGN: update as per open forum presentation.
DEVOLVED SERVICES:  ACTION: to find MKC cost to cut grass:  £14.61 per m2 to cut. 

DOG FOULING: Both enforcement and ROW agree that while this is a problem the only thing CPC can do is to adopt the legal right to manage and issue penalty notices/fines. Suggestion is to put up notices asking dog walkers not to use the areas the PC feels is a potential problem area if dog faeces is left lying around (play areas/sports fields) and hope that dog walkers are responsible. Sign discussion on agenda.

CARRINGTON ARMS UPDATE: Refer to Open Forum notes.
HMR&C – Government refuses a change to policy for PC’s despite pleas and promises of E Pickles.

DOG BIN (Ex NAG funds) payment received from Hanslope. 
VEGETATION CONTROL SHEPPERTON CLOSE: letter sent. Action to be taken during September 2011.

WEED SPRAYING/PATHWAYS SG:  Paul Hawes from MKC – to give a quote, AJS contacted re surface repair. To action further (Possible agenda for SGC meeting 20/9)

All other actions not listed individually above – completed.

Cllr Sweetland gave update on bus’s. 



	4.2
	HPCAF:  4 JULY 2011   ATTENDED BY CLLRS AYLES, HAYNES, KEANE, SWEETLAND

	Update on A508 Junction (Cosgrove Parish Council attending). MKC have now completed a design for junction widening on the west (Furtho) side. However, this has been formally costed at £270k with Ian McGregor expecting  a bid to come in at about £240k. This completes the objective at this time which was to have a costed design ready for when funding from MKC and NCC might become available recognising, in current economic circumstances, this might take a couple of years.  NCC’s reluctance was because there had been no accidents and therefore no justification for spending money on improvements. However, there had been what appeared to be a major accident on 12th July and both Cosgrove PC and I are trying to get details of the accident through our respective police liaison contacts.
Bus Stop outside Hanslope Surgery. The locations have been approved by Hanslope Parish Council so we are now awaiting implementation
Tathall End Flood Prevention. The detailed design has been completed and planning permission should now be in progress which will take about 6 weeks allowing final discussions with the land owners. (This is the scheme to build a dry pond above Tathall End which will prevent flooding at The Dips.)
Highways. There was a lengthy discussion again with MKC representatives including the newly appointed Head of Highways, Lawrence Pratt. Update sheets were promised for the September round of parish council meetings. Mike Brown commented that we should have work that has been requested done or be given an explanation as to why the answer may be no. Additionally he did say this was a chance for his departments to “join up their thinking “to get more done when teams were present in villages ( ie painting bus stop squares at the same time as road markings).
Service Provision. Discussion led by Martin Small and Mike Brown.  A time table was produced and is attached. Expressions of Interest (EoIs) are requested by the end of September. An EoI is not a commitment. Martin Small made it clear that financially it is not lawful to double tax so this cannot be a means to move cost from MKC to the parishes though MKC may cease or reduce non-statutory services. It was also said that parish councils are lawfully able to contract common services. It was noted that some Third Sector organisations (such as Age Concern) were expressing interest in taking over some MKC services. If a parish council subsequently decides it does not wish to continue to run a devolved service, then MKC will commit to taking it back in house.  It was agreed that MKC would send us some of their ideas on devolvement of services as well as the legal framework for parish councils to commission shared services.
Wind Turbines. The Haversham and Hanslope Action Group asked each of the parish councils to discuss the two applications. I did point out that parish cllrs must not become ‘pre-determined’ as that could prevent them voting during the statutory consultation.

	4.3
	BALC EXECUTIVE :  13 JULY 2011   ATTENDED BY CLLR AYLES

	ELECTIONS: First business was election of Chair and Vice Chair. David Livingstone (MKAULC) was elected as Chair and Jenny Hunt (Aylesbury Vale Association of Local Councils) was elected as Vice Chair.  Isabella Fraser was elected as BALC’s representative to NALC. This was all a bit odd as she had resigned and therefore had to be re-elected!

BALC:  John Gibbs, BALC CEO, gave his report which included a developing and positive relationship with MKC and an outstanding attendance (63 members) at the Localism Event on 22nd June.

There have been 5 training events which have taken place or are to take place in July which is a far greater number than in recent years. It is expected that a further councillor training course will be arranged in September / October. The County Training Partnership (BALC/SLCC) meets on 16th September and this will confirm the training programme for the remainder of the year to March 2012.

BEST KEPT VILLAGE competition judging is in progress with 50 nominations, up from 42 last year.  However, a sponsor is still being sought to ensure this competition breaks even.

ALLIANCE:  There are some discussions between NALC and SLCC about creating a ‘National Local Government Alliance’ with a single management structure which would render significant savings (£2.9m). However, and a little in contradiction, NALC have now decided to pass information first to the County Associations and only later to SLCC as some councils have not being subscribing to their county association but relying on their Clerk to obtain it from SLCC to save money.

WIND TURBINE – REPORT BACK: It was reported, in response to a request from me at the previous meeting, that NALC had found no policy statements on wind turbines. I explained that I was encouraging NALC to produce appropriate guidelines for adoption and so this remains in progress.

NEXT MEETING is on 5th October in case Cllrs wish any matters to be raised.

	4.4
	MKAULC:  25 AUGUST2011   ATTENDED BY CLLR AYLES

	Meeting attended as part of a standing invitation to rural parishes.  The previous meeting had been very active with David Hill, Mike Brown and Martin Small presenting on devolved services. There was useful discussion about how MKAULC could be re-invigorated. It was decided that, at the AGM, it would be proposed to change the constitution to invite all MK parishes to be members including rurals. There was some discussion about giving the small rurals a concessionary membership fee as the current fee is £200 per parish. A figure of £100 was mentioned but this would be decided at the AGM.
MKAULC is a District Association of Local Councils which hierarchies to the County Association (BALC) which hierarchies to the national association (NALC). The function of the association would include;
- preparation of agenda items prior to Parishes' Forum. Meetings will be arranged to be about a month before Parishes' Forum dates.
- training in addition to that done by MKC and BALC
- providing a local council forum to discuss relevant issues without MKC being in the Chair (as at the Parishes' Forum). Issues mentioned included community assets (e.g. community halls), streetlighting and potholes. I also suggested that, with the advent of more powers passing from MKC to parish councils, that a non-MKC forum to consider implications might be useful.
- shared services. Suggestion made by David Livingstone that MKAULC should seek to obtain better insurance quotes which councils then had the option to adopt.
- information of general interest. For example, they will approach David Foster(?) CE of Parks Trust to speak at AGM  (7pm 22/8 at Westcroft).  

Next Ordinary Meeting is 7.30pm 3/11 (note change of date from 20/10). Dates are in Parish Council Diary on website.

	4.5
	VH Cmttee meeting:  1 SEPTEMBER 2011   ATTENDED BY CLLR SWEETLAND

	SECURITY:  There has been considerable discussion relating to door entrances/keys. John Foakes has contacted WREN and there are no problems with the use of the front door as long as the new door is not blocked and available for use at all times. Committee agreed that children must use the rear door.The rear door lock is not secure. Concern regarding the number of keys in circulation.  Action: John Foakes has obtained estimates for changes to the lock in the front door and realignment of back door. (estimates with Chairman of CPC).  The committee recommended that there should be new locks with a limited number of numbered keys and these should be distributed at the discretion of the Chairman.  SAFETY:  Lock and chain have not been removed from gate leading into Castle Field (Health and safety requirement for fire safety).  Health and Safety check with MK complete.  Awaiting Official confirmation.  HIRE CHARGES:  The Committee recommended at the meeting on 27th June that village organisations should be charged 50% for fund raising events. Has this been approved by the Parish Council?  CLEANING:  The Bowls Club representative expressed concerns about the floor. Following lengthy discussion it was agreed to look into the costing of a commercial standard cleaning machine. 


