
                   CASTLETHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a Parish Council General Meeting held after the annual village meeting on Monday 4/4/11


PRESENT:  Councillors Ayles (Chair), Haynes, Hinds, Keane, Markham & Stacey. The Clerk, and 2 members of the public were in attendance. There was no open forum.

	
	
	
	ACTION

	1
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 2011/029
	

	
	
	Cllr Russo
	

	2
	
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST by Councillors in any of the agenda items below
	

	
	
	None
	

	3
	
	ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING & MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES: 2011/030
	

	
	3.1
	The minutes of the general meeting of the 7 March 2011 were unanimously accepted as a true record. 
	

	
	3.2
	Brief progress reports on other matters arising (not included elsewhere on the agenda) 
	


	VH – levelling of ramp outside old entrance 
	R Ward (MKC Neighbourhood Mgr) to look into team actioning. Ongoing

	Dog bins Fox Covert Lane 
	installed

	Kerbing in BER – 24-26
	TBA - ongoing

	White lines at triangle faded.
	Reported via Streetcare. TBA 

	NS3 & South Street/Maltings Field streetlight 
	reported via streetcare. Still inactive

	Give way sign BE Rd/North Street (Public house) inoperative
	reported via streetcare. Still inactive

	DUGA refurbishment.
	Actioned. 

	SUSTRANS route – refurb of track & relocation
	No news despite emails

	Parish On Line mapping system 
	Castlethorpe test finished. 

	Village Green design
	Consultation process started

	BT site visit with Cllrs 
	Pending name from BT 

	Parish Partnership Funds (grants)
	submitted

	Chequers garages parking
	done

	Letter to Fox Covert Residents 6-16
	done


	4
	
	REPORTS from Councillors or Clerk [Addendum to agenda] : 2011/031
	

	
	4.1
	Clerks report
	

	
	4.2
	Delegated decision 2011/12 bus services : 08/03/2011
	

	
	4.3
	Parishes forum: 10/03/2011 
	

	
	4.4
	Denominational free transport call-in:  22/03/2011
	

	
	4.5
	LDFAG 23/03/2011
	

	
	4.6
	NAG 28/03/2011
	

	
	4.7
	File Note: Hanslope Wanderers
	

	5
	
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS:  2011/032
	

	
	5.1
	11/00548/TCA – Intention to fell a tree: 25 Thrupp Close.  No objection
	Clerk

	
	5.2
	REPORT BACK ON PREVIOUS PLANNING APPLICATIONS:  2011/033
	

	
	5.2.1
	11/00105/LBC – Manor Farm with conditions.
	

	
	5.2.2
	11/00220/FUL – Time extension land to rear of 65 & 67 Station Road, permitted.
	

	
	5.2.3
	11/00265/EIASCR – EIA not required.
	

	
	5.2.3
	11/01663/FUL Planning appeal – Flat 2 5 Station Road not upheld.
	

	6
	
	RESOLUTIONS:  2011/034
	

	
	6.1
	It was unanimously agreed that an article advertising the consultation dates for the Little Linford turbine study would be placed on the website as requested by a Haversham resident.
	P Ayles



	
	6.2
	It was unanimously agreed that (in line with file note 4.7) Hanslope Wanderers FC. Would incur casual charges for 2010/11 of £35 inclusive of VAT (amended invoices to be issued) & that charge rates for season 2011/12 would be £420 pa & that the grass-cutting schedule would be amended to take into consideration extra cuts as and when necessary.
	Clerk

	7
	
	FINANCIAL MATTERS:  2011/035
	

	
	7.1
	A statement of the current financial position was circulated. All financial schedules approved unanimously.  
	

	
	7.2
	The RFO Payments Schedule was circulated in advance. There were no queries. Total payments of £6075.38 from Lloyds Bank PLC were approved. 
	


	K J Hill salary
	£481.16

	K J Hill - expenses
	£96.49

	G Hinds - wages for Mch 2011
	£176.00

	P Stone Dec 2010 work at Sports Ground
	£89.42

	A H Contracts dog bin emptying/provision
	£252.00

	N Green - key refund for hard courts
	£10.00

	Chiltern Sports Contractors Limited DUGA clean
	£1,348.80

	Castlethorpe Village Shop - VH consumables
	£15.71

	BALC - membership fees 2011.2012
	£124.35

	MKC - match funding play areas PP fund
	£2,700.00

	SLCC - cost to register Clerk for CiLCA
	£150.00

	Warners - initial grass cut at Sports Ground
	£216.00

	Eon – electricity Sports Ground Mch
	£6.00

	Eon – electricity at the Village Hall Feb - Mch
	£163.00

	Eon – gas supply at village hall – Feb-Mch
	£246.46

	TOTAL PAYABLE
	£6075.38


	
	7.3
	It was unanimously agreed to accept £176.00 from CFC in full & final settlement as CFC had ceased to exist & to allow the Clerk to write to Messrs Thomas & Thompson (as signatories of the licence agreement) to inform them.
	Clerk

	
	7.4
	It was unanimously agreed to spend up to £400 + VAT to the provision of a selective herbicide spraying of Castlethorpe sports ground. Cllr Stacey to action
	L STACEY

	
	7.5
	It was unanimously agreed to provide a dog bin for Shepperton Close up to a maximum spend of £100.


	Clerk

	8
	
	CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED ( for noting):  2011/036


	


	MKC – Elections office
	Polling Station Review

	Hertsmere Leisure
	Invitation to Bletchley Leisure Centre

	Sustainable government
	Public service efficiency review n/letter

	MKC – Leisure
	Library opening hrs 

	Link MK
	Invitation to meeting 4/4

	Stantonbury Campus
	City of Diversity conference 19/5

	NALC – Communities in Action
	Council conference.

	MK ACT – domestic refuge
	Appeal for donations

	Boycee59
	How to register for elections

	Mad MK – Anna Peters
	New campaign

	Alison Holdroyd
	Housing list


	9
	
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS  (for noting, or for inclusion on a future agenda): 2011/037
	

	
	9.1
	CCC to be asked to sign and return contract before start of season.
	P AYLES

	
	9.2
	CCC to be asked for mower key back (to be given to Cllr as backup)
	P AYLES

	
	9.3
	Noted: Tapp plot cnr Fox Covert/North Street – development imminent
	

	10
	
	DATE OF FUTURE MEETING:  2011/038
	

	
	10.1
	Monday 9th May 2011 at 7.30pm in village hall


	


There being no further business to discuss, this part of the meeting closed at 10.20pm.

4.SCHEDULE OF REPORTS & FILE NOTES

	4.1
	CLERKS REPORT

	FISH POND PLAY AREAS REFURBISHMENT: Unfortunately the project hasn’t even started yet and is unlikely to do so until late April early May.



	4.2
	DELEGATED DECISION 2011/12 BUS SERVICES :  08/03/2011  :  AUTHOR P AYLES

	Cllrs will recall that MKC proposed to reduce their subsidy of public transport by some £352,000 in a total budget of £2.5m. On the 33 service, the proposal was remove subsidy (and therefore service) from the weekday 1834 return service from the city centre, all Sunday services and to reserve their position on other subsidised services if Northants CC should withdraw the subsidy on the 33 services to Northampton. The detailed decision was to be made in a public delegated decision Meeting by Cabinet Member Vanessa McPake. Only Ward Cllrs Andrew Geary and Norman Miles and I attended the meeting.
-   We were able to win two concessions on the reduction of service;
MKC will survey the small number of users on the 33 service (in their test two weeks, there were only 2 passengers to Hanslope and 1 to Castlethorpe) to find out whether they can switch to other services or whether their employment is put at risk by withdrawing the service. At the HPCAF on 7th April (at Castlethorpe) there will be representative from Community Bus services and alternatives will be discussed including possible pre-booked taxis which have been used elsewhere in MK to replace withdrawn services.
-   MKC will commit to fund the 33 service from reserves at least as far as Hanslope even if Northants decide to withdraw their subsidy. This at least protects the service to CMK for 2011/12.
-   The decision has subsequently been called-in by other parishes (who didn't attend the meeting) but this will only affect their services and not the 33.
-   We also asked for a bus stop outside Hanslope surgery which I had previously raised this at STARS the previous Thursday though Hanslope PC have been raising this since time immemorial. Officers have been instructed 'to get on with it'. 


	4.3
	PARISHES FORUM  :  10/03/11  :  AUTHOR: P AYLES

	1. Matters Arising. Parish On-line will be available “shortly” meaning within a week or two.

2. Planning Aid Presentation sponsored by me. This was disappointing probably because Planning Aid is being closed this month and there was a substitute speaker who may not have been briefed properly. (I had briefed the original speaker and had been unaware of the change until I arrived)

3. Wind Turbine Policy. Resolution proposed by me. Support from all parishes except for Cllr Alan Francis (Chair , New Bradwell PC and a Green Party candidate) who said that he hoped that a policy would not be a covert way of saying ‘No’. Cllr Mike Galloway, in the Chair, said that there were many priorities being placed on LDFAG and quoted HiMOs as an example. He asked the Forum if he could distribute the candidate policies so that parishes could express their priority rather than just put wind turbines as the highest priority. This was agreed though I do have some misgivings and will write to Mike to try and ensure this is not a delaying tactic.

4. Trading Standards Presentation. Sponsored by me. This was to present the Cold Calling Leaflet which has been considered by CPC. Most parishes asked for copies though many will incorporate in their Newsletters. Our Clerk will confirm our decision to purchase 500 copies now that the cost has been confirmed as £11.

5. Secklow Gate Bridge. Cllrs may have seen the protest on television. Papers were presented giving the background and are attached.

6. Future Relationship between MKC and the Parishes. Presented by David Hill, Chief Executive MKC. See attachment. This was a thoughtful presentation describing the changes going in inside MKC including bringing Procurement back in house and setting them aggressive targets, reviewing the Council’s accommodation requirements, de-layering management and many others. A theme was the reduction of MKC services to those which are statutorily required and at a statutory level. It would then be up to parish councils to decide if they wanted to provide additional services or to increase the level of service provision. There were a number of comments. I made the point that parish councillors already have a lot of responsibility (with an especially heavy workload over the past few months) and it must be recognised that we are volunteers and that our Clerks are often part-time. Our capacity for extra responsibilities is therefore limited without ruling anything in or out at this stage. I suggested this was take forward in the Local Area Forums (e.g. HPCAF) and urbans suggest MKAULC for them.



	4.4
	DE-NOMINATIONAL FREE TRANSPORT CALL-IN  :  22/03/2011  :  AUTHOR: P AYLES

	When reviewing MKC Cabinet papers relating to the budget, I noticed a decision was being made to remove free denominational school transport. There wasn't time to lay this before CPC so, at my personal request, our Ward Cllr, Andrew Geary, called in the decision. The decision particularly affected Hanslope Park ward because there isn't a secondary school in the ward and children have the option of attending Radcliffe, Stantonbury or St Paul's. If they opt for the first two, they have their school transport paid. However, under the decision, children attending St Paul's and starting there from 1st September 2011 would have to pay for school transport unless they qualified as poor households.    Part of the calling-in process is a mediation meeting held on 8th March at which the Assistant Director for Children and Young People's Services, Michael Bracey, offered a concession. This was discussed by Andrew, Michael Manley, headmaster of St Paul's, the main affected school, and me and we sought clarification on the proposal. The proposal was to give children attending St Paul's access to the concessionary fare scheme ('Junior Tripper' now renamed 'All in One') and re-designate any private services as nominally public so that the concessionary passes can be used. This means that it should cost 35p a journey to get to the faith schools Michael Manley felt this was a good result and so we accepted the compromise just prior to the Executive Scrutiny meeting on 10th March which would have consider whether to refer the decision back. It is worth noting that non-Catholic children, including some in Castlethorpe, attend St Paul's and even under the current arrangements, have to pay for their own travel. They and other children in Milton Keynes will now have access to the concessionary scheme.



	4.5
	LDFAG  :  23/03/11  :  AUTHOR P AYLES

	Attending:  Ward Cllr Andrew Geary Cllr Ayles.

I used Matters Arising to inform the meeting of the discussion at the Parishes' Forum asking LDFAG to advise the Cabinet Member for Planning (Cllr Mike Galloway) to give priority to the development of a Planning DPD on Wind Turbines.   I stressed the urgency because the favourable feed-in tariffs were making it very attractive for land-owners to submit applications citing Little Linford and Lodge Farm as recent examples. I pointed out that the current policy D5 goes back to the 2001 local plan and is very out of date giving as an example that there is a single distance (350m) for a turbine from dwellings whereas, in my opinion, the distance off ought to be related to the height of the turbine as well as other considerations on the location and size of a turbine.
-  Mike Galloway in the Chair, initially tried to put Matters Arising back behind all other agenda items (!) which would have meant a long wait as the CMK Core Plan was being discussed. Fortunately, other members intervened. However, Jenni Ferrans, who incidentally has Cabinet responsibility for the rural parishes, basically said that there were more important things to consider. Andrew Geary responded robustly on this.  

-   I was asked to research policies adopted by other councils. I agreed though do feel this is a bit much for a parish councillor to be asked to do when there is a Planning Dept. However, Cllr Brian White spoke sympathetically and may have some information so I am contacting him. I will also contact BALC as I have previously asked that they encourage NALC to put some work into a model wind turbine policy.
-  I am discombobulated by the response from Cllrs Galloway and Ferrans. I have been heavily engaged with Mike on this not least through my resolution at the Parishes' Forum, where every parish Cllr present except Alan Francis, representing the Green Party, was vocally supportive,  so Mike knows the issue well and should have a proper position on it. I have similarly previously spoken to Cllr Ferrans (at the BRAG AGM) so she is no stranger to the issue either. Incidentally, I couldn't see many other issues on LDFAG's 'To Do' list other than the CMK Core Plan and some residential housing design guidelines.
-  I am forced to the conclusion that they either don't care or are under some kind of political constraint which is very unfortunate as this will not be helpful in getting the issue resolved.


	4.6
	NAG  :  28/03/2011  :  AUTHOR  P AYLES

	Attending Philip Ayles, John Keane, John Earp, John Sweetland

1. Dog Bins. All delivered and Castlethorpe bin installed. John Sweetland said that he had been approached by a resident to have a bin installed at the Shepperton Close end of the village. Phil said that this would now have to be a parish council matter and would be raised there.

2. Speeding. PC Andy Perry said that a big training session had been held recently with a further 15-20 people trained from residents in the rural areas. Their names would be passed to the local coordinators (Dave Hinds for Rural West). It was hoped that with the longer evenings, especially now that summertime was here, more sessions can be held.

3. Finance. After the purchase of the dog bins, £157.14 has been passed to Hanslope Parish Council who 

      would hold it on behalf of the NAG.  It was suggested that an enabling resolution was passed to allow    

      their Clerk to draw on these funds on behalf of the NAG to avoid each small expenditure needing a 

      resolution which would cause delay. 

	4. Concern was expressed at the lack of NAG funding in the future. However, the sums involved are small (£800 pa) and the benefits good (buying CSW equipment with other parishes and the dog bins) and it may be that the individual parish councils would consider making a small grant to the NAG. No funds were requested at this time.

5. Police Report. PC Andy Perry said that crime levels had been very low though there had been some instances of itinerants opportunistically stealing from vehicles and some arrests had been made (not in Castlethorpe).
Andy and PC Julian Kendall (also present) gave a short update on the TVP re-organisation. The Basic Command Unit structure was being replaced by Local Police Areas with one in Milton Keynes (The difference incidentally is that a number of functions previously in the BCU are now being centralised so the LPA does what is says on the tin – local policing.) Andy and Julian believe that the rural police stations (e.g. Newport Pagnell) will remain open. Officers will continue as at present though they may be called to assist the ‘core reaction team’ in the urban areas and this is most likely to affect the late shift.

6. Parking outside Hanslope Surgery. This is still a big issue in Hanslope. Andy and Julian suggested possible yellow lines. I mentioned that a bus stop is likely opposite the surgery and, if Hanslope PC had bus stop lines painted, this would break up the long line of parked vehicles. I also made the point that people do have to park somewhere and the surgery car park itself is inadequate and suggested that Hanslope PC might discuss opening up the car park with the practice to allow more vehicles. John Sweetland said that patients can use the sports ground which he did and it is not far to walk.

7. Future Role of the NAG. Short discussion. I offered to discuss with Richard Solly and David Livingstone as I am seeing them on Wednesday.

8. Cold Calling Leaflet. Draft has already been published in Hanslope Newsletter!

Next Meeting. 7.30pm Tuesday 14th June provisionally at Haversham.

	4.7
	HANSLOPE WANDERERS  :  29/03/2011  :  AUTHOR  P AYLES

	Meeting to discuss use by 'Hanslope Veterans' of Castlethorpe football facilities. [It had been intended that CPC would be represented by two Cllrs as is usual but unfortunately Luke Stacey had to drop out at last minute for reasons of work so I continued with meeting rather than cause delay]
Philip explained that the veterans (over-35s) would like to use Castlethorpe as this would give them better priority on facilities. They think that £420pa would be worth it for near-exclusive use. I explained that The parish council wanted to encourage use of the facility but wanted a 'fair' rate both to recover costs of usage and to provide some balance with the village hall use where there was an informal agreement on similar rental rates. The parish council had also considered that two regular teams would be the target number to play on the pitch; more would damage the pitch and less meant that we were not maximising the contribution that could be made from this village facility. To encourage use, CPC had offered a 50% discount on a second team so the charge for a first team was £35/game capped at £420/season and second team would be £210 making a total of £630 at current rates. These were due to be reviewed for the 2011/12 season. Our understanding on VAT was if they complied with the conditions in the HMR&C note, then VAT would not be charged. Philip responded that they would probably play up to 16 games a season starting in July 2011. We agreed that this sounded as if it qualified under the VAT rules and I would pass the information onto the Clerk. On the charges for the two games in 2010/11, I said that VAT was chargeable under the rules. However, we are only talking about £7 a game and, if Philip felt we had not made this clear, I would be prepared to put it to CPC that we gave them a discount to bring the total cost including VAT to £35 (i.e. £29.17 after 4th Jan 2011 and £29.79 prior to that). We discussed the contract. Philip said he was broadly happy though there was a clause (15?) which said that CPC could increase its charges without notice.[Clerks note: This reference cannot be found in the licence] The veterans have a legal entity for the club with named officers. They are trying to change their name to something with Castlethorpe in it but CFC is already in use by the old club. [Clerks note:  The licence would have to be issued in leage registered name of Hanslope Wanderers] On the state of the football pavilion. Philip said that the showers needed attention and one was dripping and would cause problems next winter. He said the floor needed re-screeding. The veterans had several builders and plumbers amongst them and they might be prepared to do the work at a concessionary rate. I said that we would welcome that.  Finally, we discussed grass cutting. I said that CPC undertakes a number of cuts and we expect the clubs to pay for any extra. However, we try to minimise any extra cost and have agreed a schedule with CCC. The Clerk could send the schedule through and I thought CPC would consider any adjustments mutually acceptable to CCC and football subject to our limit on total number of cuts.




